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because her chum was there. In a few months she could read
easily, so she was put in the second grade. At the end of the next
year, when 5 years 9 months old, she was promoted to the fourth
grade. She was an untiring reader; at 9 her favorite authors in-
cluded Barrie, Dickens, Victor Hugo, and George Eliot. Her par-
ents were professional people, and both they and the grand-
parents were of superior mentality.
GERTRUDE HILDRETH, psychologist at the experimental Lin-
coln School of Teachers College, Columbia University, compared
children having I.Q.'s over 130 with children having I.Q.'s
around 100. In the superior group she found these traits: perse-
verance in the face of difficulty, alertness, interest in problems,
great mental energy, good humor, sustained attention, and ma-
ture use of language. The gifted children also comprehended and
responded more quickly than the normal group.
Terman, with several associates, surveyed more than 600 cases
of California children whose I.Q.'s were 140 or more. Compar-
ing these children with others of average ability they made sev-
eral important discoveries. The gifted children came from socially
and culturally superior homes. They had many eminent relatives
and ancestors, and their parents were well educated. Incidence
of insanity was much lower than the average. The health and
growth rate of gifted children was superior, as was their person-
ality and character development. Follow-up studies made seven
years later revealed very little decrease in LQ.'s; the gifted group
still ranked far above average in scholarship, health, leadership,
and personality adjustment.
In 1940, eighteen years after the first investigation, Terman
made a second check-up to see how well these gifted children
were succeeding in life. He found the death, insanity, suicide,
and divorce rates for the group lower than average. Ninety per
cent entered college., and of these 93% graduated; their scholar-
ship and activity records considerably outranked those of average
students. At age 30 the average income was $250 a month.